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on November 17th, 2025

Mitch Monette, The Parliamentary Protective Service Director’s
remarks:

Kwey, Hello, Unusaakut , Bonjour
As we gather here on Algonquin Anishinaabe territory, at the very
heart of Parliament, we are reminded that this is more than a place of
governance, it is a place where decisions shape lives. Bien avant que
les batiments derriere nous ne soient construits, ceci était un lieu de
rassemblement, de connexion et de communauté pour les peuples
autochtones.

It is also important to recognize and acknowledge that for many, this
has also been a place of pain, a site where policies and decisions
have caused harm and deep loss. Ending our ceremony here carries
meaning: it calls on each of us to embrace our shared responsibility
to lead with integrity, compassion, and purpose, and to actively work
toward healing and trust.

We are here because of a profound national tragedy, one that
continues to touch families and communities across this country, the
crisis of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls is not just

a statistic or a headline, it is a painful reality that demands our

attention, our empathy, and our action. Aujourd’hui est un moment
privilégié pour marquer une pause, réfléchir avec profondeur et
réaffirmer notre engagement a l'action.
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| am very grateful to Joan, Mikki, Mary and the entire Ottawa Aboriginal
Coalition team for including the Parliamentary Protective Service in this
ceremony and to Chief Stubbs for leading the initiative on The Ottawa
Police side to strengthen our relationships with Indigenous communities.
When law enforcement and Indigenous communities come together, we
create the possibility to stop tragedies before they happen. Our joint efforts
and collaboration are not just helpful, our relationships can be life-saving.

Les femmes et les filles autochtones méritent de vivre a I'abri de la violence
et de la peur. Leurs voix doivent guider chacune de nos démarches, et leur
sécurité doit rester au coeur de tout notre travail. Ici, sur la Colline, nos
chemins croisent souvent ceux de personnes dans leurs moments les plus
difficiles, c’est un rappel puissant de la confiance qui nous est accordée et
de la responsabilité que nous portons.

We want our Police and Protection Officers to be seen as people Indigenous
communities can turn to for help, not turn away from out of fear. That
means showing up with humility, listening with respect, and acting with
care. At PPS, we are committed to learning and engaging in meaningful
ways. This ceremony, and moments like this, are part of that
learning journey, a path toward building trust, understanding, and what |
hope will be real partnerships.

Thank you, Merci, Miigwetch, Qujannamiik




